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Music Projects 
Uganda 

M-Lisada Brass Band 

Elgon Youth Brass Band 

Good Shepherd School 

Tender Talents Magnet 
School 

Mummy Foundation 

South Africa 

Ghana 

Kenya 

India 

Thailand 



Three small rooms were 
knocked together to build 
a new music room, with 
funds provided by 
Musequality in 2007 



Five years later, the first 
group of children to take 
part in the Musequality 
project at the school all the 
way through their 
secondary education have 
achieved straight As in 
their final exams. Tender 
Talent's exam results are 
in the top 5% of the 
country's league tables. 


Music Projects 
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• Good Shepherd School 

• Tender Talents Magnet School 

• Mummy Foundation 


Planting the seeds of success 


Tender Talents Magnet School, Kampala, Uganda 



Tender Talents is a school for children aged 12 to 18 in Kasangati, near Kampala. Set up in 
1999 by Frank and Brenda Katoola, it offers a rigorous academic curriculum along with 
special arts training in cultural dance, music, drama, visual art and sculpting. The music 
programme was the first major project to be supported by Musequality. 


I want to become a 
lawyer in order to defend 
women's rights because 
they are really mistreated. 
Others are underminded 
and think they can’t 
be on top. 




News update 
Schools 


The school’s pupils come from the poorest section of the community. A high proportion 
have lost parents and other family members to AIDS, some come from single-parent 
families, others are refugees from the Northern Conflict (a regional war that has rumbled on 
for over a decade). The school receives no direct state funding but relies on donations, 
bartering and fees from the few parents who can afford to pay. 


Musequality provided significant start-up funding to transform a dilapidated hut into a 
music room. This also paid fora piano, keyboards, guitars, recorders, drums, several 
endingidis (traditional Ugandan one-string fiddles), books, and staff training. Later we 
started to fund a choral training programme, the Tender Talents Chorus, under which 
children receive vocal coaching and instrumental tuition on piano, recorder and guitar, and 
learn music theory. Teachers come from nearby Kampala Music School. 

Progress has been impressive and high standards are 
being achieved; for example, 14 children passed 
Grade 4 or 5 ABRSM exams in 2010. In 2012, the 
first group of children to take part in the Musequality 
project all the way through their secondary education 
achieved straight As in their final exams. This 
fantastic performance propelled the school up the 
Ugandan league tables to 250th out of over 5,000 schools. 



Supporters of the music programme include the North London Collegiate Junior and 
Portsmouth Grammar schools, which have raised money, and Stentor Violins who donated 
14 instruments. Jane Ingamells, head of strings at Portsmouth Grammar School, went out 
to set up a strings programme using the Stentor violins. 


Tender Talents twins with north London school 
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A ground-breaking partnership 
was sealed in 2012 between 
Henrietta Barnett School in 
north London and Tender 
Talents, brokered by 
Musequality. The partnership 
aims to provide bursaries for 
four Tender Talents pupils over 
five years, support an annual 
project, and enable staff and 
student exchanges between the 
two schools. 


The partnership was celebrated at an official event at Tender Talents school, where a brass 
plaque presented by HBS was unveiled by the Ugandan Minister for Education. 

Frank Katoola visits UK 

The Tender Talents director visited the UK in May 2012 with the help 
of a generous donation of flight tickets from British Airways. Frank 
used the opportunity to meet friends and supporters, discuss 
Musequality’s work in Uganda, and promote new projects. He also 
visited Henrietta Barnett School to seal the new partnership between 
the north London school and Tender Talents. 

Frank enjoyed musical performances by 
many Musequality friends, including the 
Silver Screen Show Band and Singers who 
performed two fundraising shows in Wokingham on the theme ‘A 
Night at the Movies’. He also attended a performance of Tosca by 
Kensington Symphony Orchestra in London, and was guest of 
honour at an assembly held at Portsmouth Cathedral as part of 
Portsmouth Grammar Junior School’s Music Week. 

ABRSM grant for Tender Talents 

The school received a £2,000 grant from ABRSM in 2012 to fund its special music 
programme for disadvantaged girls and boys. Tender Talents is one of the first projects to 
receive this grant, which is a new incentive introduced by ABRSM for overseas music 
projects. 


Frank Katoola commented: The entire school environment has changed for the better due 
to this project. There is no doubt there is a direct link to good academic achievement, and 
the children who get involved learn so much about self-worth.’ 



Tender Talents listed in top 5% of league tables 

If we needed confirmation of the value of music projects to the 
young people who participate, the children of Tender Talents 
Magnet School in Kampala have triumphantly provided it. The 
first group of children to take part in the Musequality project at 
the school all the way through their secondary education have 
achieved straight As in their final exams. 

This fantastic performance means that the school, which 
receives no direct government funding, has shot up the 
Ugandan league tables to 250th out of over 5,000 schools. 

2014 Update 
Shining examples 

Three original graduates of Musequality’s programme at the school are shining examples 
of what can be achieved through engagement with music. All these young people faced an 
uncertain future before attending Tender Talents school on scholarships. 





TT and HBS twinning ceremo.. 
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Patrick Nkugwa joined the Musequality programme when it began in 2007. A young man 
with a fine tenor voice, he learned howto read musical scores and play instruments. In 
2008 he was picked to join a visit to Connecticut in which Ugandan children shared their 
culture with American students. In 2009 he sang as part of a joint choir with Kampala 
Music School in a prestigious concert at the National Theatre of Uganda. He achieved an 
A grade in music in his Advanced Certificate of Education, and went on to graduate from 
Makerere University with a degree in information technology. He recently released an 
album called ‘New Song’. 

Flavia Nampiinga was orphaned at an early age and joined Tender Talents at 13. She 
learned to sing, dance and play instruments on the Musequality programme and taught 
many other girls to perform cultural dances. She also shared her skills with children of the 
Mummy Foundation. Like Patrick she was selected for the trip to Connecticut, and later 
passed grade 4 of the ABRSM exam for voice. Now a charismatic stage performer, she is 
currently studying mass communication at Nkumba University and is learning the violin. 

Julius Ssengooba sings bass, plays percussion instruments and composes his own 
songs. He is already an accomplished performer. He is studying for a BA in music at 
Makerere University and hopes to begin recording soon. 
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